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Interpretation and Context Reconstruction of 
Contemporary Zhang Zai Academic 

Hsueh-ching Wang 

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Wufeng University  

Abstract 

Controversy on Zhang Zai has continued from Neo-Confucianism history to modern 

time. Was he “the master of Neo-Confucianism” or “founder of study of Qi”? With 

unique personality, Zhang Zai became the critical medium between Neo-Confucianism 

and anti-Neo-Confucianism,materialism, metaphysics, metaphysics and modern study of 

Qi. This study aims to present important contemporary research findings of study of 

Zhang Zai after 1949.Study of Zhang Zai in China intended to break through the 

interpretation framework of western philosophy and reconstruct thinking of Chinese 

philosophy, which could not be generalized by “materialism”; they criticized theory of 

mind of neo-Confucianism of Hong Kong and Taiwan which overly focused on theory of 

supernatural. In history of Neo-Confucianism, Zhang Zai was well-known by his 

emphasis on Confucian code of ethics.Confucianism of Hong Kong and Taiwan highly 

focused on theory of supernatural and theory of mind and they neglected theory of rites 

which is associated with politics, economy, society and culture. On the other hand, China 

tended to concern about multiple dimensions of Zhang Zai, such as educational thoughts 

and political theories. Nevertheless, after the 21
st
 century, study of Zhang Zai in China 

changed from study of Qi of materialism to objective and transcendental metaphysics. It 

seemed that the underlined intention of national identity of homogeneity and 

centralization was significant. Study of Zhang Zai in Hong Kong and Taiwan, in recent 

years, changed from theory of mind to study of Qi. Mou Zongsan, as the most important 

theory provider of modern study of Zhang Zai, constructed theory of mind of 

neo-Confucianism by Kant’s philosophyand the contribution was significant. 

However,besides system of philosophy of mind, Cheng-ZhuNeo-Confucianism or study 

of Qi of Zhang Zai and Wang Fu-zhi were relatively degraded or modified. Zhang Zai 

researchers of Hong Kong and Taiwan, launched from Jue Jien-ming, practiced different 

degrees of modification. Tang Chun-i overestimated Zhang Zai’s “Qi” and tended to be 

applied to correct the over devaluing of Mou Zongsan on theory of Qi. In recent years, in 

academic circle of Taiwan, research on Zhang Zai’s study of Qi has successively changed 
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37 

to breakthrough of subject of mind and construction of new subject model. Meanings of 

Qi and bodies and materials were reviewed and became new focus. Study of Qi of the 

Confucian school of Zhang Zai and Wang Fu-zhi played critical role as medium in the 

establishment of the new subject model. 

Keywords: Zhang Zai, Study of Qi, modern Confucianism, materialism, 
study of mind, Mou Zongsan, Tang Chun-i 
  


