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Contemporary Confucianism as Social 
Practice——Taking Zeng Zhaoxu's Film Criticism as 

an Example 

Chun-Yu Liao 
Associate Professor, Department of  Life-and-Death Studies, Nanhua University 

Master Research, Department of Counseling, National Chiayi University 

Abstract 

The contemporary Neo-Confucian Mr. Zeng Zhaoxu once promised the 

"Confucianism on the Street". This "Street Confucianism" is not limited to the 

"street" of the so-called "street movement", but a concept of "social participation." 

Mr. Zeng Zhaoxu has long used the film reading club as a way of "social 

participation" activities. The activity is based on theory and will not be a 

momentary emotional impulse. This article discusses Zeng Zhaoxu's film review 

theory and discusses Mr. Zeng's film concept, film interpretation methods, etc. 

 Zeng Zhaoxu believes that film is the representative of metaphorical art. The 

interpretation of film is divided into four steps: moving, interpreting, inspecting and 

re-appreciating. Through the social participation of the film reading club, it is a 

form of social movement that is meaning-based and spiritually awakened. 

Keywords: contemporary Neo-Confucianism, Zeng Zhaoxu, film, social 
practice 

 


