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Cross-field Thinking on Imperial Examination
and Appointment of Officials in the Tang Dynasty

Tseng, Hsien-Hsi
Associate Professor, Department of Plastic Arts/ Liberal Arts Center,

Abstract

There are many problems with university education in Taiwan, such as low
learning effectiveness, sizable gaps between academic and pragmatic goals, consequent
unemployment after graduation, low starting salary in the workplace. In response to the
various challenges faced by university education, the Ministry of Education has
proposed numerous initiatives: new southbound policy, all-English teaching, workplace
internships, cross-field learning, deep cultivation of local places, which altogether are
still unlikely to save university education. With no specific effective policies ahead,
why not look at the past — the imperial examinations and the cross-field career
experience of the Tang Dynasty, to temporarily settle down in the current chaotic
situation.

The imperial examinations of the Tang dynasty included Ming Jing and Jinshi
subjects. The content of the examination was about the Confucian classics. Jinshi tests
included poems and essays as well. Many aristocratic children studied the family
classics and applied for Mingjing subjects, whose passing rate was very high. Exam
guides the learning direction, and many people tried their best to pass the test. However,
there continued to be a considerable gap between passing examinations and being an
official. The gap between test and pragmatic need and the demand for lifelong learning
seemed to be the same in ancient and modern times. This article does not address
Confucian classics, philosophical principles, and schools, but focuses on education
policies, test methods, test questions, and lifelong cross-field learning related to

imperial examinations.

Keywords: imperial examination, test questions, judgment,
Cross-field learning
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