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Being in the Eternal Vastness and Confined Six Directions, where
does an “Intellectual” Belong?

- “Taking Confucianism as the Foundation to Serve the World” of the Literati Class
and the Accumulation of Imperial Examination Culture

Chen, Min-zhi
Associate Professor, Department of Literature, Nanhua University

Abstract

The rise of the intellectual class is closely associated with the “breakthrough in
philosophy.” Specifically, the formation of a significant group in a society can be regarded as
the initial type of “intellectuals.” After this breakthrough, the intellectual class in China
regarded itself as the bearer of “Confucianism” and fulfilled the spirit of “Taking
Confucianism as the Foundation to Serve the World” and “Literati Devote themselves to
Confucianism,” which constituted an important foundation of intellectuals and Chinese
culture.

This study further investigates the literati class and “literati politics” in the Tang Dynasty
and focuses on the nature where the literati in the Tang Dynasty also served as political
officials. Such literati not only focused on the skills of writing articles, but also greatly
surpassed the scope of the past “Confucian scholars” in terms of morality and
self-consciousness. The literati caused tremendous changes to the feudal politics in the
aspects of the pursuit of official titles in imperial examination, the ups and downs of official
fortune, the rivalry between cliques, and the entanglement between officials and hermits.
Behind this “literati politics,” apparently, there is the image of the sacred “literati dynasty,”
which laid a profound foundation. The “accumulation” of such culture is the doctrinal basis of
a specific cultural personality. Moreover, from “The system of the Dao was about to be torn
in fragments all under the sky” to “debating about Dao with various ideas,” these practices
laid the foundation for the rise of the ancient literati class, which was a cultural model
responding to politics and governance.

Keywords: Literati Class in Tang Dynasty, Cultural Personality, Literati Politics,
Taking Confucianism as the Foundation to Serve the World, Politics and Governance
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