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The Process of Subjectification under National Cultural Policies:

A Case Study of the Cultural Cleansing Movement in the 1950 s

Chang, His-Hui
Associate Professor at the General Education Center, Taipei Medical University

Abstract

The Cultural Cleansing Movement was one of the numerous campaigns initiated by
the government of the Republic of China in the 1950s. Lasting roughly from late July to
early September in 1957, for a little over a month, the apparent societal and political
mobilization and the response from public opinion suggest that the Cultural Cleansing
Movement was not a successful endeavor. However, this article argues that the essence of
this 'movement' was not solely about social or political mobilization but rather the state
machinery's endeavor to establish cultural dominance as a means of controlling members
within the political entity. From this perspective, the Cultural Cleansing Movement was, in
fact, a successful campaign. To substantiate this viewpoint, this article employs the concepts
of 'grid' and 'group' from public administration to reevaluate the Cultural Cleansing
Movement within the various 'campaigns' led by the Nationalist government in the 20th
century. Consequently, two conclusions are drawn: firstly, the inherent logic of these
campaigns consistently aimed to subject individuals to high levels of grid ( 48%% ) and group

( B #8 ) integration, all aligning with the objective of establishing a hierarchical,
militarized state. Secondly, it is imperative to position the Cultural Cleansing Movement
within the overall strategic thinking of the Nationalist government at that time. From the
perspective of those in power, every department within the national structure should adhere
to the comprehensive strategic vision, and all initiatives, campaigns, or actions taken by
these departments should be integrated into this overarching strategic framework. Therefore,
the 'Cultural Cleansing Movement' within the cultural domain, along with the 'Combat
Literature,' were both artistic policies introduced to meet the needs of the counter-offensive
for national revival.

Keywords: Cultural Cleansing Movement, Subjectification, Cultural Art Policies
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