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The Reception Studies of Tabloid
Television News

Tai-Li Wang

{ Abstract)

This reception study examines how tabloid news stories are constructed by TV
media and interpreted by audience. Based on the analysis of news-texts, three dominant
ideologies were identified in tabloid television news: to formulate the “second-hand
reporting equals to truth” values, to appeal to socia justice and morality, and to
empower the voyeuristic cameras. For the audience reception studies, there emerged a
dual-decoding mode for tabloid TV news. Most audiences criticized the production
strategies used in tabloid news stories, while affirming the dominant ideologies
represented in the same stories. Some audiences negotiated both the meanings of the
production strategies and the news texts. Few audiences were found to resist the

meaning of tabloid news assigned by the production strategies and the news texts.

Keywords: Audience Research, Reception Studies, Television News, Tabloid News
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