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ABSTRACT

The botanical garden serves four main purposes: research, conservation, education, and
recreation. Situated within urban areas, besides offering leisure and recreational functions,
botanical gardens provide an excellent informal learning environment for the public. Well-
designed botanical gardens can significantly influence visitors' values, attitudes towards
ecological conservation, and pro-environmental behaviors. This study focuses on Chiayi
Arboretums, which has a history spanning over 100 years. It is renowned domestically for its
excellent biodiversity display, featuring tropical economic plants and species related to wartime
resources, many of which are unique or first of their kind in Taiwan. Understanding the
composition of visitors, their motivations for visiting, and the effectiveness of environmental
education within the management of Chiayi Arboretums is crucial information for governing

authorities.

The research employed a quantitative approach, using Likert 5-point scales to gather
opinions from visitors. A total of 810 valid questionnaires were collected. The findings reveal
that Chiayi Arboretums primarily attracts local residents (68%), with a significant majority
visiting almost every week (62%). A large proportion of visitors (78%) have visited the
arboretums more than four times, with a revisit rate exceeding eighty percent. The majority of

visitors are elderly and well-educated, with motivations including walking exercise (27%),

* Email: cybg@tfri.gov.tw
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connecting with nature (24%), and escaping/ far away (12%); the result is similar to the situation

in most foreign botanical gardens. Regarding the evaluation of environmental education
effectiveness, both knowledge and attitude scores exceeded 4.0, indicating that Chiayi
Arboretums has achieved significant environmental education outcomes. Moreover, many
visitors perceive the garden as a place for leisure, recreation, and relaxation. For frequent visitors,
in addition to traditional learning, utilizing the garden's restorative functions through interpretive
activities can encourage deeper reflections on conservation issues. Further research should
explore the degree of visitors' connectedness to nature, place attachment, and the impacts of
social interaction, enjoyment, and psychological restoration on pro-environmental behaviors

within this setting.

Keywords: Botanic gardens, conservation attitudes, interpretation, motivation, environmental

education
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