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The characteristics and significance of
Tang Jiun-I’s interpretation on “Li Ji”

Chang-His Chen
Abstract

“Li Ji” is always thought to be a great canon of Confucianism.
It was finished editing in the early West Han Dynasty. In Tang
Jiun-I’s viewpoint, the four articles—‘Da-Shiue’, ‘Jung-lung’,
‘Li- Tun’, ‘Tue-Ji’ —were the ones including the core concepts of
Confucianism from the 49 articles of “Li Ji”.

The author would mainly explore Tang Jiun-I’s
interpretations on these four articles, especially on ‘Li- Tun’ and
‘Tue-Ji’. In the interpretation on “Li Ji”, Tang Jiun-I regarded “the
emphasis on affection” as a core characteristic of this Confucius’
important book.

In one dimension, ‘Jung-lung’ was the article discoursing on
human nature; ‘Li-lun’ was the article discussing about human
affection. The thoughts in these two articles were mutual
complementary to show the educational aims of Confucianism—
the development and praxis of disposition and affection in human
nature. In the other dimension, ‘Li-Iun’ and ‘Iue-Ji’ were the

articles discussing the cultural philosophy and metaphysics.
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They created a broader and deeper theorizing horizon for

Confucianism.

In conclusion, the author would point out the significances of

Tang Jiun-I’s interpretation on “Li Ji” in the new era.

Keywords: Tang Jiun-I(Z} $13),  “Li Ji”( 5!, “Li Tun’ (7§ 3E),
Y £ | r

‘Tue Ji’(ﬁf\rfﬁ[), affection education
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