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A Re-exploration of Mingyi Daifang Lu:
Xuexiao (Waiting for the Dawn: A Plan for
the Prince: On School) — With a
Discussion of its Contemporary
Implications

( Mei-Yuan Wei )
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Abstract

This article aims to uncover the major ideas in the chapter
on "School" in Huang Zongxi’s Mingyi Daifang Lu (Waiting
for the Dawn: A Plan for the Prince). It will show that
according to Huang, “the tools for governing the world all
come from schools.” Such a position has two main
implications. First, as an educational institute, a school is
responsible for the Bildung of government and society. Second,
the school should exercise a critical function towards
government and society. This paper will clarify that besides
the cultural contributions, the essential function of the school,
for Huang, is to lead the government in following the Dao. In
general, Huang argues for the primacy of moral education. In
Huang’s eyes, cultural values and order are higher than
political values and order. All this indicates that Confucians

see the school, first of all, as a place of gathering outstanding
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intellectuals ensemble in developing culture. But Huang’s
ideal school is different from the modern university.
Historically, as Mou Zongsan observed, the Western university
system was born out of church, whereas in traditional China
education had the school as the basis. In expounding Mou’s
interpretation of Huang’s doctrine, this paper will particularly
try to elaborate the essential function of education by linking
cultural tradition and modern society. Moreover, Huang’s
approach can contribute to correcting the Western one-sided
emphasis on intellectual education. In this context, one can
demonstrate the strength of Huang’s ideas in education for

contemporary society.

Keywords: Mingyi Daifang Lu Huang Zongxi Mou Zongsan
the school exercise a critical function towards government

and society.
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