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Abstract

In Qing dynasty, Dai Zhen’s philosophy was aimed to
honor the virtue and follows the path of inquiry and study.
Opposite to core doctrine of Cheng-Zhu school, which is
“preserving the heaven and destroying human desires”, Dai
Zhen believes in the values of “common virtue” realized by
civilian and in daily life.

This paper targets to demonstrate how Dai Zhen
constructed the theory of common virtue from the beginning.
Dai Zhen argued morality can be promoted from knowledge
learning, and accomplished with common, instead of peculiar
behaviors. Following the path of Dai Zhen, the author explores

and provides more insights and evidences from literatures.

Keywords:Dai Zhen,honoring the virtuous,exploring the
knowledge, the Emotion-Ration Ethicsdeny ,self

and return to propriety

ul



