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Abstract

The Analects of Confucius and the Zhuangzi both discuss
the relationship between art and the Dao. Both texts implicitly
view art as a path to the Dao. However, there are also
significant differences in how Confucianism and Taoism
understand the Dao and art.

Confucianism emphasizes the importance of art for the
cultivation of virtue. The Analects states that "the gentleman
cultivates himself through art." Confucius believed that art can
help people to develop their moral character, refine their
sensibilities, and connect with others.

Taoism, on the other hand, views art as a manifestation of
the Dao in the world. The Zhuangzi states that " Tao is the
further advancement of skills." Taoism believes that art can
help people to understand the Dao and to live in harmony with
nature.

This paper will compare and contrast the Confucian and
Taoist views of art. By doing so, we can gain a better
understanding of the different paths to the Dao through art.
This understanding can also be used to inform the

development of art education in the future.
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