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Ut — St — PP RUEEAERE 0 JESCUO T ¢ 7 Then comes the transgression of this law:

Peronella receives her lover. Here we are dealing with a "verb," obviously, which we may designate as; to
violate, to transgress (a law). It brings about a state of disequilibrium, for the family law is no longer
respected. From this moment, two possibilities exist in order to re-establish equilibrium. The first would
be to punish the unfaithful wife; but this action would have served to re-establish the zzztzal equilibrium.
Now, the tale (or at least, Boccaccio's tales) never describes such a repetition of the initial order. The verb
"to punish" is therefore presented within the tale (it is the danger that threatens Peronella) but it is not
realized, it remains in a virtual state. The second possibility consists in finding a means of evading
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punishment: this is what Peronella does; she succeeds by disguising the situation of disequilibrium (the
transgression of the law) as a situation of equilibrium (the purchase of a cask does not violate the law).
Hence there 1s a new verb here, "to disguise.” The final result is again a state, hence an adjective: a new
law 1s established, though it is not explicit, according to which the wife can follow her natural
inclinations.”
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