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The Thoughts of Life Rites in “Li-Ji” with the

Viewpoints of Life Education

Chang-Hsi Chen”

Abstract

“Li-Ji” is a great canon in Chinese culture. It expressed the Confucian
philosophical thoughts and the issues of life rites, including the growth, marriage,
death, and memorial ceremony. Besides that, the ordinary living rites for feeding,
dressing, housing, communicating, nurturing, and entertainments are also mentioned
in the canon. In this article, the author would explore “Li-Ji” with the viewpoints of
life education in nowadays to review its cultural meanings in religion, politics,

education, society, history, and ethics.

The three dimensions of life education formed the structure exploring “Li-Ji” in

the article:

(1) The ontological and spiritual meaning of the life rites. (2) The ethical
structure and the moral principles of the life rites. (3) The integrity of personality and
the affection education. These three dimensions in sequence shows how we review

the main thoughts of life rites in “Li-Ji”” in contemporary time.

Keywords: Li-Ji, life rites, life education, Li-Yun, Yue-Ji, Da-Xue, Zhong-Yong
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