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Unifying the opposition between literature and politics
through aesthetics—Historical Writing of Lin Wenyi's
Great Prose from ""Eight Posts of Forgotten Events™

Huang Ya-Li*
Abstract

Lin Wenyi is a prose writer known for his gorgeous prose in Taiwan's literary
circles. His creative process has a history of forty years from the 1970s to the
present. His votive work " "Eight Posts of Forgotten Events"published in 2011 was
called the "Book of tone " in the literary world. 1t showed a grand creative intention,
and indirectly revealed his life history and the political history he participated in. His
aesthetic transcendence of both "personalization” and "historicality” of great prose. It
involves how political trauma is transformed into the difficulty of creating literature
and art, which is of great significance in the course of his creation, but there is little

discussion about it in the academic circles.

Therefore, the author intends to take the' Eight Posts of Forgotten Events' as
the center of investigation, from “ritualized historical writing", "retrospecting the
historical hook in imagination”, "common fate under the brand of the times",
"existentialist historical care and Aesthetic Transcendence”, "The Art of Writing in

Great Prose", etc., to see how the writer's thinking changes in the process of

* Professor, Institute of Sinophone studies, National Tsing hua University
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participating in politics? Is most of his life devoted to the loneliness of literature, or
to the waste of politics? And in the end, how did he return to the world of literature
and seek the return of his life? This article hopes to clarify Lin Wenyi's mental
process of participating in politics through the exploration of this book, and also to
understand how the writer uses aesthetic creation to describe the invisible damage
caused by politics to himself? How to make observations and criticisms of
politicians' scheming? In this way, we will discuss the aesthetic performance of the
writing in the "big prose" style of this book, and finally, put it in the course of literary
development to see Lin Wenyi's development and innovation in the creation of "big

prose”.

Keywords : Lin Wenyi > great prose » "Eight Posts of Forgotten Events” > politics >

historical writing
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