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Exploring the Institutional
Establishment of Pet Funeral
Facilities Management

Yang, Kuo-Chu® Wang, Zih-Jing"*

Abstract

As society changes and time goes by, many countries have started
with legislating and appealing for pet welfare and animal corpses
handling. To examine that in Taiwan society, it is still dealing with
animal corpses by waste cleaning up law and maintains the customs of
"dead cats hang on the tree; dead dogs flow in the river" in some rural
areas. It is not only influences the sustainability of land use but also
damages human health. Through secondary data analysis and telephone
interviewing pet owners as well as government authorities, this study is
trying to realize the changing relationship between pet owners and pets,
and understand the institution of pet funeral. On the other hand, practical
interviews towards pet funeral facilities operators may understand their
difficulties of operating pet funeral and the lack of present law
institutions. Moreover, this study analyzes via animal rights and
dependency theory to explore pet status raising and the necessity of pet
funeral. In the process of this research, most of pet owners threat their

pets as human beings or even as their family members; thus, if people

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Life-and-Death Studies, Nanhua University.
Master, Dept. of Life-and-Death Studies, Nanhua University.

sk

S

i



I #]

cope with animal corpses as waste, it is no longer in accordance with
people’s expectancy. Via this pioneering research, this study expects to
provide the government a series of reasonable and forward-looking
policies for dealing with pet funeral and animal corpses. It is going to
establish enforceable institutions for pet funeral facilities operators to
follow the law. By this way, pet owners’ sorrow of the death of their
pets could be comforted; the institution of coping with pet corpses could

be environmental friendly and sustainable.

Keywords: pet funeral, funeral facilities, animal rights,
Management Institution
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