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[ Research Article ]

The Study on the Meaning in Life for Filial Piety and
Good Death Based on Palliative Care and Patient
Autonomy Rights

Lee, Chun-Nan’

Abstract

Filial piety is the beginning of all goodness. It originates in ancient times when people
avoid disasters, pray for blessings and perform rituals, and has a strong primitive religious
flavour. The Tao is the essence of virtue, and virtue is the function of the Tao. The
manifestation of filial piety can be divided into living and death rites, with living filial piety
referring to the delicate and considerate care to their parents when they are still alive, and
death filial piety referring to their parents after they have passed away. In order to understand
the various aspects of the integration of Confucianism and Buddhism culture, this paper
concentrates the study on the meaning in life for filial piety and good death covering the
scope of Palliative Care and Patient Autonomy Rights.

Death is the greatest donation we can give in life, and it is also the most profound lesson
we can learn. However, when we are faced with the decision of whether or not to take active
actions to save and treat their loved ones who are dying, they are often faced with the pressure
of deciding between "death filial piety" and "a good death", because for everyone, the latter is
the most important lesson in life. Therefore, for the care and medical treatment of the body,
mind and soul of the terminal patients, how to reduce meaningless invasive treatment of the
loved ones, how to respect the dignity of the loved ones' lives, how to break the "ego-

grasping" and how to achieve the last chance of "palliative liberation" without regret in life
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and death through "spiritual" and "conscious" care, perhaps from the perspective of both
Confucianism and Buddhism, to explore the spirit and meaning of "filial piety" and "good
death" through "palliative care and Patient Autonomy Rights" is also a self-interest and

altruistic behavior, as well as to build up virtue, accumulate merit and carry forward virtue.

Keyword ' Filial Piety, Good Death, Palliative Care, Patient Autonomy Rights
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