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A Study of Glaze Made from Incense Ash of Taiwan Temple
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Abstract

Incense burning is a basic ceremony to worship gods and ancestors in traditional Taiwanese religious. Temples in
Taiwan are everywhere; therefore the ash of burned incense can be obtained easily with large amount. Since incense
ash 1s the remaining of gods-worship ceremony, it is given some religious meanings in Taiwan. Incense is made from
bamboo, wood, glue and stone powder; therefore it can be used as a raw material for ceramic glaze. It is not convenient
to use incense ash directly in a practical way. However, if we can make incense ash into glazes of ceramic products,
then 1t will be last forever. Variable recipes can be acquired through experiments. With different color and texture,
those glazes can be used for many ways and developing cultural creative products with rich religious meaning.

The purpose of this research is to acquire some practical and unique glazes using incense ash as a raw material
through calculating and experiments. In the end of this research we did obtain some recipes of glaze which we can use
on ceramic products. We also find out that because of the high content of calcium oxide in washed incense ash, it
seams to be reasonable to use it directly as a substitute of lime stone or calcium carbonate without complex calculating

to process the glaze firing experiments.
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