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A Study of George Lindbeck’s Strategy for
Christian Ecumenism

Li-Jen Ou
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Abstract

Christianity experienced two serious and historic split in the 11"
and 16" centuries. As a result, there stand three major churches within
the Christian religion, i.e.,, the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox
Church and the Protestant Church. However, ever since the establishment
of the World Councils of Churches in Amsterdam in 1948, there has
never fallen short of ecumenical-related claims, dialogues, councils and
theologies. It isin such an atmosphere that George Lindbeck, a professor
of historical theology at Yae University, embarks upon the ecumenical
movement.

Lindbeck devotes the second half of his life launching a
“cultural-linguistic” theory of doctrine with the intention of reuniting the
three long-split churches in the so-called “postliberal age”. In Lindbeck’s
eyes, the function of religious doctrines is similar to the rules of grammar.
For example, to speak French requires that a person learn and act upon
rules of French grammar. In a similar manner, to become a Christian also
requires that an adherent study and obey Christian doctrines in order to
live and communicate with other Christians. Hence, the value of
doctrines is entirely epistemological and pragmatic rather than
ontological and essential. He believes that if Christians readlise this fact

and unanimously accept it, they will be willing to deconstruct their own



prejudices and march hand in hand on the boulevard leading to unity.

Undoubtedly, Lindbeck deserves genera applause for his effort.
Nevertheless, instead of revealing the genuine nature of doctrine, he
downgrade it by trivialising the important role that doctrine plays within
the Christian community. In so doing, Lindbeck is no less than closing
one of the main doors for nonChristians' knowledge of the Christianity.

On epistemology Immanuel Kant once remarked, “thought without
content is empty, and intuition without concept is blind.” As for religion,
the present writer believes, “religion without essence is empty, and faith
without doctrine is blind. ” For Christian doctrines are by no means
tastel ess réchauffés, but vigorous testimonies to God the living Truth per
se. Only by the aids of the Truth can real unity be possible.

Keywords Christian ecumenica movement, postliberalism, doctrine,
cognitive-propositionalist, experiential-expressive, cultural
-linguistic, Christian correspondence theory of truth,

intrasystematic truth-claims, intratextual theology
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