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Malaysia Reinterpret Version of Combined 

Belief in Zhou Dynasty’s Zhongliu Deity (Lord 

of Household Area) and Taoistic Five Dragons 

for Land Stability which was Evoluted from 

Southern China 

Seng-Huat Ong 

Chief Executive Officer, Xiao En Cultural Foundation 

 

Abstract 

The worshiping of the Collective Land Deities who are 
collectively named as “Wu Fang Wu Tu Long Shen, Tang Fan Di Zhu 
Cai Shen” on a piece of landed Tablet is really common among the 
Chinese families in Malaysia and neighboring region. Anyway, such 
combination of beliefs is not a disarray random arrangement. The 
twelve words written in the form of Chinese calligraphy are actually 
meant it is a combined belief of Zhou Dynasty’s Zhongliu Deity (Lord 
of Household Area) and Taoistic Five Dragons for Land Stability. 
While the belief of “Di Zhu cai shen” (deity of household area who 
serve as spirit for wealthy) could referred it evolement from confucius 
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doctrine such as “Li Ji” (Book of Rites), the teaching of “Wu Fang Wu 
Tu Long Shen” or “Protective Dragons of the Spirit of Five Elements 
for Land Balance” could trace it authenticity as part of Taoism 
theology by refer to “Dao Zang” (Collections of Taoism Doctrines). 

Anyway, by declared the local “Di Zhu” co-exciting as “Tang” 
(Chinese) and “Fan” (Non-Chinese), the way of description shown 
that the Chinese collectively aware that their local achievement are 
based on the contributions of former generations no matter they are 
Chinese or natives and the sense of gratitude must be performed in a 
proper way that treat the all the “Di Zhu” as a spiritual elders of the 
family. As conclusion, the Nanyang Chinese worshiping of “Wu Fang 
Wu Tu Long Shen, Tang Fan Di Zhu Cai Shen” is a inheritance of 
both the tradition of Confucianism and Taoism that have a long 
history of practice in Southern China, but sustain and strengthen it 
tradition by evolute and localize according to the recognition and 
absorbing of vernacular context. 

Keywords: Sacred of family hall, Turning the haunt ghost as spiritual 
guardian, Dragons spirit from five earthy directions for 
land stability, Folk Belief and its Practice in Southern 
China, Chinese or Foreign Land spirit belief, localization 
of traditional belief in a vernacular context 

 


