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Abstract

The paper is mainly to review ‘the ideal of a university’ proposed by
Wilhelm von Humboldt (hereafter Humboldt) and John Henry Newman
(hereafter Newman). It is commonly agreed that Humboldt is a proponent
of the idea of research-teaching nexus and that the Humboldtian University
has been a guide for the contemporary research universities. It is also
believed that Newman’s idea about the ideal of the liberally educated
‘gentlemen’ is under the influence of Humboldt. A university, according to
Newman, should be considered as a teaching institute rather than a research
one. However, I attempt to offer a clear exposition of educational ideal by
Humboldt and Newman by collecting data and investigating on their
viewpoints further. In order to reveal the contention of Humboldt and
Newman, this project particularly focuses on the following three aspects
with discussion in depth: the historical contexts, the community of scholars
and the contextual discourses. This study displays that there is no strong
evidence of conversation between Humboldt and Newman. Furthermore, it
1s a paradox that the statement of giving priority to teaching in a university

coexists with the statement of teaching-research nexus in a university,

which are false consequences by successors. This paper scrutinizes and s N,
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revises the above statements in order to achieve an accurate understanding

of Humboldt and Newman’s ideas.

Keywords: Humboldt, Newman, the idea of a university, liberal

education
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