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Abstract

EU encourages the formation of other regional groupings in its dealing with
other partners. Interregiona dialogues, cooperation or agreements are favored over
bilateral ones, especialy in the area of community competence. Thus,
inter-regionalism offers an additional layer to multi-level governance which could
facilitate the finding of solutions on a global scale in pre-discussing or even
pre-negotiating issues to be taken up in a multilateral or global setting (agenda setting
function). The recent proliferation of regional and sub-regional arrangements of
varying degree of depth and scope confirm this point in the context of the Asia Europe
relationship. This paper will examine the role of globalization in fostering
inter-regionalism; the influence of inter-regionalism and new regionalism on identity
building and highlight the importance of regime formation and institution building for

effective interregional dialogues and cooperation.
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