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The PRC’s Cognition of Asian Regional
Integration and its Behaviors—An
analysis of Institution

Ma, Hsiang-Yu

(Associate Professor, Department of International and Mainland China Affairs, Nanhua University)

Abstract

In the 1990s, the PRC began to renounce the conflict point of
international relations held in Mao Zedong period, turned to peace,
cooperation and interdependence concept and began to integrate into the
international institutions. The most specific case is the PRC join the Asian
regional integration, for example, the ASEAN-China Free Trade Area.
Why does the PRC join the Asian integration? What kind of attitude does
the PRC hold for international institutions? Does the PRC sincerely
embrace the international regime, and accept the constraints and norms of
the international regime like the neo-liberal institutionalism has discussed?

This paper first focus on the views of the PRC’s scholars and what the
PRC has done in the regional integration. Second, this paper reviews the
PRC’s cognition of Asian regional integration and its performance with the
arguments of the neo-liberal institutionalism. After research we find, from
1990, the PRC does practice what she preaches and follow the ideas of
neo-liberal institutionalism: pursuit of shared interests, reciprocity, and to
establish international institutions or regimes. We can say the PRC’s
diplomatic model in Asian regional integration is the neo-liberal
institutionalism style.

Keywords: Neo-liberal Institutionalism, Regional Integration, Asian
Regional Integration, the PRC’s Foreign Policy, Institution
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