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A Study on Higher Education and Tuition Fee
Policy in Taiwan : Market Mechanisms and

Citizenship
Ya-Fei Hsu *
Chun-Yen Chen**

[ Abstract]

The higher education of Taiwan in the post-martial law era, as the
industrial and commercial development made the technical labor demand
increased, began to expand and change dramatically. Moreover, the higher
education got more and more popular, and met the higher education demand of
a society as such. But the higher education doesn’t appear to be a study field
for the mass population in modern society, which pursues an equal opportunity
of receiving education. It has become a political field which has exclusion
mechanisms and functions of remaking the ideology of social class. And the
movements against a higher tuition fee have been going on continually in all
parts of the world. It also reflects that the tuition fee issue is not an educational
problem of a certain area, but a political issue that threatens those economically
disadvantaged students all over the globe, In order to propose a new
perspective different from other discipline fields, this paper uses power analysis
to follow Michel Foucault’s lead to discuss the power relation which conceals
in higher education and tuition fee policy in Taiwan. And by means of the
argument of market mechanisms and citizenship, it also demonstrates that the
movements against a higher tuition fee are not simply a result of political
power. They also create a new mode of cultural citizen in building the process
of citizenship.

Keywords : Higher Education ~ Tuition Fee Policy ~ Market Mechanisms ~
Citizenship ~ Student Loan System ~ Michel Foucault
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