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Heritage, Changes and Cultural Essence of
“Chiu Hu Plays a Joke on His Wife”

Maio-Shun Wang

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, National Formosa University

Abstract

Though Chiu Hu stories were earlier circulated around in town, they were complied by Liu Hsiang of the
Later Han Dynasty in his “Female Profiles.” Ever since then, the stories, one of Beijing opera works, have been
passed on over two thousand years. Along with time and space, the stories experienced a certain degree of changes
in plots, figures, themes, description and evaluation on the author, thus presenting new images. A successful
touching play has to change with time, and reflect people’s mind. Shi Jun Bao, playwright of the Yuan Dynasty,
brilliantly wrote “Chiu Hu Plays a Joke on His Wife” from his own perspective. Through this play, readers see
shared pain, wishes and desire of Yuan people, indeed a true reflection of a real life and testimony mingled with
blood and tears. This paper aims to observe the heritage and changes of “Chiu Hu Plays a Joke on His Wife”

longitudinally, and discuss its cultural essence horizontally.
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