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A Probe on Methodological Holism: The practice from

Durkheim’s viewpoint on “social fact”

Shih-hung Lee

Adjunct Instructor, Center for General Education, National Formosa University.

Abstract

This study aims at probing holism for quantitative analysis of social sciences. In this view, we take
advantage of the “social fact” of Durkheim and examine the influences on individual behavior and attitudes.
This paper advocates that "social fact" compels individual behavior and attitudes influential, and try to compile
three of way. First, "social fact" as a single variable included in the analysis, together with other factors measure
the net-impact in model. Second, take "social fact" as " moderating variable", will be different "social fact" was
set on model, and then with different situation under analysis, comparison of different models according to the
relationship between dependent variables and independent variables in order to understand the members of its
composition factors in different situation of "social fact". Furthermore, if the "social fact" with a special
significance for variables, can be combined they to "interaction variable" included in analysis to examine how

their effect. In conclusion, summarize the major findings and propose future research directions and suggestions.

Key words: Durkheim, social fact, quantitative analysis, control variable.
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