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Commentary on Xu Guorong’s Discussion of Medieval
Sentimental Literature
—Life Perspectives and Literary Interpretations of the
Literary Men of Wei, Jin and Six Dynasties

Miao-shun Wang

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, National Formosa University,

Abstract

Xu Guorong’s Discussion of Medieval Sentimental Literature—Life Perspectives and Literary
Interpretations of the Literary Men of Wei, Jin and Six Dynasties revealed the life perspectives and life
literature of the literary men during this period, capturing the pulse of the times and demonstrating a
content-rich spiritual history of the literary men through the author’s systematic study.

This paper is divided into six chapters: chapter one, the foreword; chapter two, the content overview of
Discussion of Medieval Sentimental Literature; chapter three, the characteristics of Discussion of Medieval
Sentimental Literature, which is broken down into three sections—a. suitable and novel topic selections, b.
structured chapters and c. in-depth investigations and innovative ideas; chapter 4, issues open to question in
Discussion of Medieval Sentimental Literature , which is broken down into four sections—a. proper nouns
should be unified, b. the theme of being underappreciated was only referred to Han Dynasty, failing to address
Wei, Jin and Six dynasties, c. sentimental literature should be coupled with death themes and grave images

and d. analysis of sentimental background of this period; chapter five, conclusions.

Keywords: Wei, Jin and Six Dynasties, sentimental literature, life perspectives, life Literature, Shi Shuo
Xin Yu
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