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The Strategy for Developing a Recreational Zone:
A Case Study of Dapeng Bay National Scenic Area.

Jen-Te Chen*

Ph.D., Candidate Department of Geography, National Kaohsiung Normal University.

Abstract

Dapeng Bay is one of the few natural lagoons in Taiwan. The lake is wide, its flat waves are like a mirror,
and the geographical conditions are superior. Its earliest stage of development began during the period of Japanese
occupation, when the bay was mainly used for military purposes. Later on, the government established it as a
national scenic spot and began construction. However, after more than 20 years of development, Dapeng Bay has
still not really achieved its true recreational potential, as the number of tourists visiting it has not grown
significantly. This article discusses the crucial concept of the necessary developmental process, exploring the
Taiwan government’s strategy of developing units from the perspective of both tourists and local residents. The
data provided by tourist questionnaire-surveys and in-depth interviews with local residents is analyzed, and
statistical conclusions are drawn. Environmental resource planning and management are crucial from the
government’s perspective. The research results show that people fully support the promotion of soft natural
resource conservation and cultural activities, where these both take precedence over the focus on hardware
construction that has been actively promoted by the government. Thus the government will need to revise the

managerial direction it has been taking up until now.
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