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Abstract

This study aims to (1) examine the influence of the age of losing sight (congenital,
school-age, and adventitious visual impairment) on daily life issues, and (2) explore the re-
lationship between the issues that bring about difficulties in the daily life of people suffer-
ing from adventitious visual impairment (adventitious group) and their personal character-
istics (duration of losing sight, level of education, employment, wordusage, and level of
impairment). We developed a questionnaire consisting of 5 basic aspects of rehabilitation:
Orientation and Mobility, Collection of Information, Daily Living Skills, Psychological
Adjustment, and Interpersonal Relationship. The questionnaire was completed by 148
visually impaired adults in Taiwan. Age of losing sight showed significant group differ-
ences on items under all aspects except those under Interpersonal Relationship, suggesting
that people suffering from adventitious visual impairment have more anxiety than those
suffering from congenital group. Of the 4 remaining aspects, categorical regression analy-
sis revealed that items under all aspects except those under Daily Living Skills were sig-
nificantly correlated with all personal characteristics except for duration of losing sight.
The results thus suggest that psychological adjustment should improve the daily life issues

of people with adventitious visual impairment.

Key words: adventitious visual impairment, age of losing sight, daily life issues, psycho-

logical adjustment, rehabilitation





