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Assessment Accommodations for Students with

Learning Disabilities in Colleges
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Abstract

The study aims to investigate the current status of assessment accommodations of students
with learning disabilities in colleges. A self-made questionnaire along with 10 semi-structured
interview sessions were conducted. The questionnaire was distributed to the counselors in col-
lege resource rooms and 213 were effectively collected. Quantitative data were analyzed by de-
scriptive statistics, one-way ANOVA, and Scheffé post-hoc comparison. Interview data were
summarized according to the research purposes as a supporting evidence to the quantitative re-
sults. The findings show that: (a) Extended examination time service was used most frequently in
assessment accommodations. The counselors believed that they informed well the parents or
students about the significance, methods and operational procedures of the assessment accom-
modations. In addition, they agreed that the assessment accommodations could effectively im-
prove the motivation and self-confidence of the students with learning disabilities. (b) Significant
difference exists among different types of colleges and the working years. Private vocational
colleges performed better at the level of implementation and support. Counselors with more than
8 years working experience outperformed the others. (¢c) The major issues in terms of the as-
sessments accommaodations of students with learning disabilities were: (1) there existed disparity
in practically executing the assessment adjustment; (2) equality phenomena with regard to as-
sessment adjustment was commonly shown; (3) students with learning disabilities were lack of
self-identity and self-advocacy. Finally, based on the results, suggestions for practices and re-
search were provided.

Key words: resource room in colleges, assessment accommodations, students with learning disa-
bilities
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