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On Theories of Worthy Persons and
Wisdom of Han Fei-tzu

Lin Feng-Yuan (#kiEiR)

Han Fei-tuz Was a great thinker who synthesized different legalistic doctrines.
The legalists emphasized the dominance by law; nevertheless, seeking for wise men
was also important in terms of governing.

In the Book of Han Fei-tzu, the personnel resource of a state was divided into two
types: first, the Confucians (ju f&),Moists( 22 ),Knights-errant( & ),Yang-chu(t%
ZK)school, hermits, Ch’i-diao %, Sung-jung 2K%g&, and the Debaters. They caused
disorder of a state. Second, the statesmen Who handled the law and statecraft Were
also the assistants of the despot; Han Fei praised them and wished to become one of
them. Han Fei claimed that the wisest should pursue positions in government, and was
against living in seclusion. He didn’t look forward to the ruler s’polite treatment of the
virtuous and able. His criticism targeted on the Confucian philosophy, especially, the
praiseworthy of antiquity, the governess of kindness.the value of morality, and the
treasure of classics. By doing So, he intended to correct the problem of ruling by men.
He went so far as to proclaim the belittling of the books, and cultural value.

In conclusion, Han Fei-tzu’s attitude toward the worthy men was to emphasize
their intelligence instead of virtue and capacity, while ate the same time, he was also
suspicious of intelligence. In order to avoid their wisdom endangering the ruler, the
ruler must manipulate the law, statecraft and power, together with the wisely men. And
thus the foundation of the governance might be strengthened.

Keywords: Han Fei-tzu, the men of worthy, the wise men
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