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The idea of body in people appraisal in
Wei and Jin Dynasties

Wang Hsiu-Lin* ( k)

In Wei and Jin Dynasties, the appraisal of people focused on the intrinsic quality
of human nature. They believed that beauty was to show the inner quality of human
nature. Scholars turned from admiring and highlighting talents in the early stage to the
concealment of talents and the pursuit of magnanimity. Rather than showing the
intrinsic quality and demonstrating talents, the emphasis of people appraisal was
turned to the pursuit of magnanimity, with the emphasis on the broadness and
profoundness of it, thus to the cultivation of esthetics. The highest value of beauty,
according to the intellectuals of that era, was the unreserved demonstration of one’s
intrinsic temperament. The fathomless grace, shown by the possession of a pure and
genuine human nature inside, was considered the ultimate beauty.

In Wei and Jin Dynasties, the appraisal of people went from the exhibition of
talents to the masking of one’s genuine quality. The assertion of presenting one’s
talents was replaced by the concealment of them. The pursuit of advancing one’s
talents to the utmost was abandoned, while the new criterion was to hide one’s talents
in order to highlight and present the genuine value of talents. Only when one abated
and devalued his born talents could the essence of his intrinsic nature be presented and

appreciated, and the supreme beauty of his natural temperament identified.

Keywords: Wei and Jin Dynasties, people appraisal, qi, talents, purity, natural
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