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Explore the minds of the sea and the
Island through poetry —— Gao Shize's
topographical poems of Penghu

Yeh, Lien-Peng = ( i =§)

Gao Shize (1973~) , under the pseudonyms of “gst” and “one stroke”, was born
in Penghu, and graduated from Department of Social Studies, National Chung Hsing
University. In his college years, he became active in writing poems on the poetry
columns of Bulletin Board System. Later, he founded the first print publication
transformed from online literature, "Dawning Poetry”, and published poetry collections
of The MRT's Exit is the Ocean and Exploring Ocean through Poetry. His poetry is
highly related to his hometown Penghu, which typically belongs to topographical poetry.
Either Penghu’s natural geography or human geography is closely related to the ocean.
Therefore, Gao Shize’s topographical poems of Penghu are full of vigorous flavors of the
sea. Through the discussion of the oceanic poems in the two poetry collections, The
MRT's Exit is the Ocean and Exploring Ocean with Poetry, the style of the poet Gao
Shize and the forming elements behind this style are explored in this essay. The strong
senses of locality in the poet, through the description of the space, have shaped the
characteristics of the island. In addition, with the help of these characteristics, the
identification of these islanders is reached. In exploring Gao Shize's works, his deep
affection for Penghu can be felt, and how he fulfills his love for his hometown can be

observed as well.
Keywords: Gao Shize; topographical poetry; Penhu; locality; oceanic poetry
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