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The teachers’ role of indigenous education in
Japanese colonial period

Yao-chung Chang

Chung Hwa University of Medical Technology

For governing Taiwan indigenous people, mastering the indigenous language was the main task
of an official of indigenous affair and become “an understanding official of the indigenous affair*.
After Japanese colonial authority had examined the causes of “Boo-Sia incidents”, they recognized
that the officials of indigenous affair had to understand indigenous people deeply. Including improving
their abilities to use the indigenous language, the governing authority ascertained the person-centered
governing strategy in ruling indigenous people, issued in 1931. Due to Taiwan- indigenous -affair-
unification policy, the police system had to play the two roles: to govern them and teach them.
Therefore, the policies of “the understanding officials of the indigenous affair” and “person-centered”
were structured as the two main principles to govern indigenous people, also formed as two poles
which were played by a teacher.

Keywords: the understanding officials of the indigenous affair, person-centered, the teachers’ role

Yao-chung Chang, Assistant Professor, Department of Early Childhood Caring and Education, Chung
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