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Reflection on the Quantitative Curriculum
Research Methodology

Chao-Shen Hsu

National Ping-Tung University of Education

There were brief debates on qualitative and quantitative paradigms in the curriculum research in
Taiwan. The quantitative research was ignored, on the contrary, the qualitative research was accepted
and the amount of research adopting qualitative paradigm has been increasing. This condition resulted
in qualitative research method being the mainstream of curriculum research. However, since the
sociologist, Comte, put forth the Positivism in the 19" century, it had conducted a series of enquires on
philosophy of science in western society. At the same time, it established the foundation for the later
research methodology. Henceforth it established the inerasable clout of quantitative research methods
in history. Through the investigation into the quantitative curriculum research methodology, this
article has the purpose of understanding the historical meaning of the quantitative curriculum research
methodology in scientific research of education and thus knowing the changes of this methodology.
Moreover, investigating into the strengths, limitations and necessary adjustment of cognition of the
quantitative curriculum research methods will improve our cognition when we adopt such research
methods, which will make our findings more objective, valuable, and effective.

Keywords: methodology, quantitative, curriculum research

Chao-Shen Hsu, Assistant Professor, Department of Education, National Ping-Tung University of
Education
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