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Using Parental Socioeconomic Status and Learning Motivation
to Predict the Mathematics Basic Competence test
for Junior High School Students
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The purpose of this study was to predict the mathematics basic competence test for junior
high school students using parental socioeconomic status and learning motivation. Questionnaire
respondents were 436 ninth grade students from Taichung City. The results of this study include: first,
there were four indicators underlying math learning motivation and the goal orientation has the highest
factor loading. Second, there were two indicators underlying mathematics achievement and the basic
competence test has the highest factor loading. Third, parental socioeconomic status and math learning
motivation have direct effects on mathematics achievement and the effect of math learning motivation
is high than parental socioeconomic status. Fourth, math learning motivation is mediating factor
from parental socioeconomic status to mathematics achievement. Fifth, both parental socioeconomic
status and math learning motivation can predict mathematics achievement. The suggestions are also
concluded.

Keywords: parental socioeconomic status, math learning motivation, mathematics achievement, the basic compe-
tence test for junior high school students
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