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An Investigation of Applying the Theory of
Noddings’ Ethics of Care to the
Curriculum Design and Implementation

Yang, Chung-Ping
National Changhua University of Education
Lin, Su-Ching
National Changhua University of Education
Liu, Fang-Chi
Taichung Municipal Sz-Yu Junior High School

N. Noddings’ ethics of care is becoming a major theory in the field of moral education.
This study on the action research project focused on applying the theory of Noddings’
ethics of care to the curriculum design and implementation of moral education in order to
improve students’ character. There were 33 seven-grade students from the same class
participated in this study. Data were collected from a number of different sources: direct
observation notes by the researchers, semi-structured interviews, surveys, and document
analysis. Data analysis included three stages: organizing data, coding data, and analyzing
and interpreting data. A descriptive analysis was used to analyze all data obtained in this
study. The results of this study indicated using ethics of care as education theory to design
curriculum could help students to discuss, share and experience the activities and inspire
their caring feelings, and to learn self-recognition, emotion control, caring family and
friends. Most students enjoyed caring curriculum and learned how to care about themselves
and others from this caring curriculum. However, there were still many obstacles that
needed to be overcome. Suggestions for improving the application of Noddings’ ethics of
care to curriculum design and implementation of moral education in the future were also
included.
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