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Critical thinking and teaching —College
students’ perception

Chen-Wan Chiu
National Ping Tung University of Education

This study is an attempt to investigate college students’ perceptions of instructors’
teaching, critical thinking and related issues. The data was collected via a focus-group
discussion and the results showed: participants learned more from instructors whose
courses were systematically arranged, theory and practice included, and with serious
attitude; if a teacher spared students’ thinking space, considered students’ position (or
status), gave students opportunities to inquire and clarify, combined theories with daily life
practice (or students’ experiences), performed professionally, as well as interacted with
students (or used group discussion), these conditions pave the way for enhancing critical
thinking atmosphere. The students defined “critical thinking” as: different and multiple
thinking, inquiry, interaction with others, self-reflection and differences tolerance.

Keywords: critical thinking, critical teaching, college students
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