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A study of social relationships and social
contexts of people with emotional and
behavioral disorders

Tsui-Ying Lin
Department of Special Education
National Changhua University of Education

The purpose of this study was to examine the problems of social relationships and
social contexts of people with emotional and behavioral disorders. The subjects of this
study were placed in 11 institutions or rehabilitation hospitals throughout Taiwan. Subjects
were diagnosed with syndromes that included schizophrenic disorders, affective disorders,
phobic disorders, anxiety disorders, attention deficit and hyperactivity disorders, or other
sustained disturbances of conduct and behavior problems.

Results obtained from 319 completed questionnaires, found that persons with
emotional and behavioral disorders evidence these characteristics: (1) males outnumber
females; (2) an average age of respondents was 38.9 years; (3) most of them graduated with
middle and high school diplomas; (4) economic condition and parental marital status
produced significant differences in the areas of a) subject relationship to their parents and
the degree of trust/communication, b) subject relationship with friends and the degree of
trust/communication, ¢) subject relationship with hospital/rehabilitation staff and degree of
cooperation, and d) subject relationship with community and the degree of positive
relationship.

There was a significant difference between the caregivers of participating subjects in
the friendship relationship area and trust/communication.

Keywords: emotional and behavioral disorders, social relationships, social contexts

Tsui-Ying Lin, Assistant Professor, Department of Special Education, National Changhua University of
Education
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