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Teacher’s educational love and spiritual
leadership

ChiouRong Wang Yang

Yu Da University of
Science and Technology

The spirit and practices of educational love was introduced by Professor Pei-Lin Tien,
and became as the essence of the establishment of the department and graduate institute of
education at National Taiwan Normal University. The claim of educational love is that
teacher’s professional concern is based on cultural heritage and creation, and educational
love is the top level of practicing teacher’s professional development. In order to develop
the spirit of educational love, each teacher needs to combine professional knowledge with
professional ethics and simultaneously, he/she has to expand a well and autonomous
professional self. The professional ethics and self are rooted in teachers’ life wisdom and
the practical wisdom of their profession, which is called the spiritual wisdom. The more
spiritual wisdom teachers possess, the more practical wisdom of the spiritual leadership
they can express in their teaching.

The purpose of this article is mainly to investigate the origin and meanings of
educational love, the wisdom of spiritual leadership and then analyze the status and
functions of educational love and the spiritual leadership on the process of practicing
teachers’ professional development. Besides, this research will discuss the interaction of
educational love and the spiritual leadership, and support several implications on
embodying educational love and promoting the spiritual leadership for teachers. For
achieving above-mentioned research purposes, multiple cases comparative study is
employed.

Keywords: educational love, spiritual love, , teacher’s professional development
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