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Abstract: This study conducted surveys regarding pictogram labels on medicine bags with

medical centers and local hospitals in Taiwan. The result shows that some medical institutions
have gradually started to put emphases on individual groups with the change of patient types, by
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adopting labels with descriptions and medical instructions expressed through pictograms besides
text. In practice, the methods adopted to use pictograms on labels include using stickers, seals, or
printed images on medical bags as options to be circled or checked. There are also patient
handouts in written format. Obviously every hospital has its own way on this. Of course, these
forms can be mixed to create new ways with different implementation methods. Thus, this study
explores the pictogram designs for medical use in Europe, USA, South Africa, and Japan through
difference analysis, summarization, and categorization. The result can be considered as references
for medical institutions in Taiwan to improve their design in pictogram labels for medical bags. It
is expected that when people go to different hospitals for medical advices or treatments, pictogram
labels on those bags can be consistent visually.
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