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Taiwan’s Mandarin Promotion Movement in the Early

Post-war Period: 1945-1949

Lin, Yu-Chen*
Department of Education, National Taitung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to discover the measures of Taiwan’s Mandarin
promotion movement from 1945 to 1949. Document Analysis was adopted in this
study. The primary measures for implementing and promoting Mandarin included
Mandarin promotion and the ban which Japanese was prohibited. In terms of
Mandarin promotion, there were three major measures: (1) establishing Mandarin
tutorial classes; (2) setting up Mandarin promotion mechanisms; (3) establishing
Mandarin Promotion Council, which had 5 primary measures: (i) establishing
standard Mandarin; (ii) setting up Mandarin promotion movement program; (iii)
training the teachers; (iv) publishing daily news in Mandarin; (v) Co-Organizing
Mandarin text contest. When it comes to the ban which Japanese was prohibited, two
measures were implemented: (1) primary and secondary school teachers could not
teach in Japanese; (2) Japanese was removed from the newspapers after the Republic
of China’s government acquired Taiwan one year later. After the 228 incident,
measures of promoting Mandarin and the ban which Japanese was prohibited became
stricter. Three measurements were included: (1) the teachers and students in primary
and secondary school were not allowed to speak in Japanese; (2) Japanese
publications were prohibited; (3) Japanese songs were not allowed to be played in
public.

Keywords: The early post-war period, Mandarin promotion, Mandarin promotion
movement
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