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The Content and Aesthetic Analysis of
‘J1 Za Appreciating Music’ of “Commentary of Tso”

Yang Chia Jung

Abstract

‘Ji Za Appreciating Music’ comes from “Commentary of Tso” . It states that Wu
envoy Ji Za went to countries in the central plains in Duke Xiang of Lu 29 year (BC
544) in Spring and Autumn Period of Chinese. He asked to appreciate Zhou Music and
commented on the music and the dancing as well as made comments on the political
rise and decline of every country. He expressed the customs of countries in Spring and
Autumn Period and the merit of Six Dynasties. We analyze its content and aesthetic
spirits, ‘Ji Za Appreciating Music’elevated to the aesthetic level from the realistic of
a commotion era, showing the sense of “courtesy and music support each other” and
promote the meaning of ideal politic ethic. In ancient time, poetry, music, and dancing
were combined as a body. It praised the beauty of “Classic of Poetry.” It is the historic
concept of “Poetry.” Also, it provided material for Confucius’ poetry deleting research.
The article expresses the beauty of music and emotion. It shows that music and politic
shares common principle. Social emotions underlay in the music, expressing it natu-
rally. On the other hand, politic customs are influenced by music. From this, we see
that the essence of “the beauty of music” is in social politic, achieving the united of
“beauty” and “virtue.” It also expresses that the aesthetic in ancient China is different

from other periods.

Keywords: “Commentary of Tso”, ‘Ji Za Appreciating Music’, “Classic of Poetry”, the

beauty of music, courtesy and music support each other
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