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The Analysis of Dunhuang ““ Literary Style for
Vanquishing Demons” and Frescoes Evolved
from Sutra

Yang Chia Jung

Abstract

The relationship between Buddhist literary style evolved from sutra and paint-
ings evolved from sutra is close. The classic Buddhist literary style adopts the acousti-
cal way combining lecturing and singing to promote religious doctrine. The paintings
evolved from Sutra becomes an excellent tool for propagating Buddhism by the visual
way of image, especially frescoes evolved from Sutra, which are the most character-
istic. Both the description of Buddhist literary style and the drawing of frescoes have
sources. The analysis of “Literary Style for Vanquishing Demons” and the frescoes
“Laoduchai escape the sages” evolved from sutra, is the theme of the paper; the sub-
jects of “Literary Style for Vanquishing Demons” are mainly retrieved from “shengyu-
jing - xudaqijingshepin”, the story of which is exciting and the characters of which
is vivid. “Shengyujing” uses the major story subjects to prompt the development of
lecturing and singing literary style of Dunhuang Folk Literature and the to explore new
material for the sutra picture of Dunhuang frescoes. Different from the restriction on
lecturing scripture, “Literary Style for Vanquishing Demons” heightened vivid plots.
Through comparing the content of “Literary Style for Vanquishing Demons” with the
record of “shengyujing - xudaqijingshepin”, we can find the similarities and differ-
ences, while the literary achievements of literary style are often greater than that of
lecturing scripture. The frescoes “Laoduchai escape the sages” began from the West
Zhou Xi Qian Buddha Caves and appeared in Dunhuang Grottoes from Tang Dynasty
to Song Dynasty; the drawing content demonstrated the confrontation and fight scenes
between two forces “Buddhism and Brahmanism”. Dunhuang, “Literary Style for Van-
quishing Demons” and frescoes “Laoduchai escape the sages”, reflect the situation that
Buddhism tolerates Confucianism and blends with folk ideology, with the purpose of
approaching Chinese ordinary people in the concept and thus generating resonate and
beliefs; therefore, its Buddhist literary style and frescoes evolved from sutra show the
richness of religious beliefs, cultural awareness and aesthetic experience.

Keywords:The frescoes “Laoduchai escape the sages” evolved from sutra; “shengyujing”;

Dunhuang Folk Literature; Dunhuang Grottoes
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