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Using reception aesthetic to observe the molding
of poetry art: “poem of White Snake”, written by
Hui Jhih, Syu as an example

Hung Wen, Huang”

ABSTRACT

The romance about White Snake (“story of White Snake” for short) spreads for quite
a long time. It had developed into many forms of novel, opera, and art of poetry. Most of
related studies focused on the spreading and development of the story of White Snake
and compared the differences in the content, plot, figure, theme between different texts.
There were quite few discussion and application to the story of White Snake using
reception aesthetic. This study used point of views and theories of reception aesthetic to
study the text of “poem of White Snake”  written by a modern writer Hui Jhih, Syu .
In the process of molding from “story of White Snake” to “poem of White Snake” some
variations produced. We used reception aesthetic to observe the particular meaning. The
study focused on three phases. The first phase, using reception aesthetic to observe we
found the description of important figures in ~ “poem of White Snake” were different
from those of “tory of White Snake” , such as homosexuality, high-spirited woman’s
rights...etc. The second phase, the plot and the meaning derived from “poem of White
Snake” exceeded the sight of expectation of audience, and then new sight of expectation
was produced continually. The third phase, reception aesthetic produced the effects of
“blanks ” and “fill gaps” under “inventing structure of text . They promoted author and
audience to receive the molding from “story of White Snake” to “poem of White
Snake” , and leaded recreation of the texts in the fields such as sexual passion and
improvement of woman’s rights. All of them increased brand new contents of “story of
White Snake™ and supplied lots of good conditions for the propagation and development.
That is why the story of White Snake is popular all the time.

Keywords: story of White Snake, Syu Hui Jhih, poem of White Snake, reception
aesthetic

*  Graduate Student, Graduate Institute of Language and Literacy Education, NTCU
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