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Dramatic Elements between Novel and Reality
—Wisdom of Everyday Life in San-yan

Chen, Yi-Ju
Abstract

Due to the complicated and eccentric plot, the story of San-yan gains its charm;
however, another kind of dramatics is based on daily practices among characters, in-
cluding costume, make-up and appearance, offering an ideal image; words, gain favor-
able impression by using false words; lies, achieve its personal purpose by attempting
lies, excuses or even remaining silence; human interaction, exchange interests under
the rule of reciprocation: give and receive; acting, satisfy its own desire through act-
ing. By using these commonly-seen hypocritical words and deeds to create conflict and
dispute as the plot of the story, then turn into one of the key elements which attract
readers. Furthermore, the attitude toward life in which pursue good fortune and avoid
misfortune is also widely recognized by readers because it perfectly accords with sur-

vival rules in real world.

Keyword: San-yan, presentation of self, human interaction, wisdom
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