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The Sketch of the Absurd Fate- the Script and
the Movie of “A Cart of Dowry”

Chen, Yi-Ju *

Abstract

The movie script of “A Cart of Dowry  was written by the author of the
novel. The director also followed the script when filming the movie. However, the
accomplishment of the movie and the novel could not be compared. To explore the
reasons, on the one hand was that the Wong Chen Ho provided more inside char-
acter to the subordinate role in the adapted script; therefore drew the direction of
the movie; on the other hand, it had close relationship with the filming intention
and method.

First of all, influenced by the movie environment of that time, the director
accepted the entertainment-oriented market mechanism. He sacrificed the pru-
dent element and the integrity of the plot logic to go with the schedule and the
show timetable. Second, the director further focused on two hit stars at that time
through performance, camera work, and soundtrack. He strengthened the status of
the dislocation of the main and subordinate characters. Plus, the creation of the
stereotype made the audiences identified with the subordinate role and lessened
the theme of absurd fate. Third, the movie did not deeply understand the important
element of vulgar sexual farce; therefore making some sensory stimulation became
shallow farce instead of the arrangement of the original needs. Fourth, the movie
adopted “Wang Chun Feng” as the soundtrack instead of “Si Xiang Chi.” The
audiences could not feel the mocking and the ironic character of the role because
of the sentiment emotion. The dubbing of Chinese and Taiwanese was the result of
the movie policy; however, rough handling unavoidably influenced the quality of

the movie.
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