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Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to deeply explore parental attribution style for their children’s exam
performance, to develop an Exam Performance Attribution Scale, and to initially analyze the relationship
between parents’ attribution of exam performance, parental test anxiety and parental test attitudes. In this study,
the authors tried to understand parental explanatory style and viewpoints about their children’s exam
performance, including internal attribution, stable attribution and global attribution, and further developed the
Exam Performance Attribution Scale according to sixteen in-depth interviews with the parents. After revision
from pretest, 495 parents (354 mothers and 143 fathers) were used to test the reliability and validity of this
developed scale. The findings suggested that the Exam Performance Attribution Scale demonstrated the good
reliability estimate and the stable factor construct. Moreover, the Exam Performance Attribution Scale was
significantly related to parental test anxiety and parental test attitudes.
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