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The Strategy and Challenge of APEC
Governance on Climate Refugee:

Viewpoint of Critical Security

Fang-Li Wang, Mei-Hsien Lee

Abstract

Caused by geography and population distribution, Asia-Pacific region has been weak
in dealing with challenges of climate change, and facing more risks than others. APEC, as
an important political economics organization of promoting regional economic cooperation
and development, undoubtedly focuses on negative impact resulted from climate refugee.
However, regional countries recently pay less attention and cooperation to this threat under
the atmosphere that respects economic development more than human security. This article
aims to answer following questions: What’s the threat of climate refugee posed to regional
development? Is there any response adapted by APEC? How’s the challenge working? To
explore what APEC governance on climate refugee is, we analyze in viewpoint of IR
Critical theory: First, it explores the threat to regional political economy by reviewing the
development and evolution of climate refugee issues. Second, it discusses the position and
response of APEC in dealing with climate refugee. Finally, it explains why relative
initiatives can’t attain their aim in the viewpoint of Critical Security Studies, and gives

some suggestions for decreasing governance difficulties.

Keywords: APEC, climate change, climate refugee, climate governance, critical security

studies

Fang-Li Wang, Lecture of School of general Education, Hsiuping University of Science and Technology
Mei-Hsien Lee, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Center of General Education, Feng Chia Universj
Corresponding Author: alex.mslee@gmail.com

Received 12 February 2015; accepted 16 March 2016

vl



APEC e X RIREERIGIEOUROSEABLE - WAL ZEREDNT + THEE ~ TW=E 117

il

= Hl

A BB A (8238 N4 (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, IPCC )
2007 FEEIUREHE S (IPCC AR4) f5iH » FEE (LIS NIR R ERR(REEE (climate
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IPCC, Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report (Geneva, Switzerland: IPCC, 2007), pp. 30-33.

2 World Economic Forum, Global Risks 2011: An Initiative of the Risk Response Network (Geneva:
World Economic Forum, 2011), p. 44.
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Cold Calculus of a Hot Planet (Madrid, Spain: Fundacion DARA Internacional, 2012), p. 24.

Fabrice Renaud, et al., Control, Adapt or Flee: How to Face Environmental Migration? (Bornheim,

Germany: UNU-EHS, 2007), pp. 20-21.
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6 Richard Wyn Jones, Security, Strategy, and Critical Theory (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1999),
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7 Steve Smith, “The Contested Concept of Security,” In Ken Booth, ed., Critical Security Studies and
World Politics (Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2005), pp. 40-42.

8 Richard Wyn Jones, “‘Message in a Bottle’? Theory and Praxis in Critical Security Studies,”
Contemporary Security Policy, Vol. 16, No. 3 (1995), 299-319.

9 Andrew Linklater, “Political Community and Human Security,” In Ken Booth, ed., Critical Security
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12 Steve Smith, “Paradigm Dominance in International Relations: The Development of International
Relations as a Social Science,” Millennium: Journal of International Studies, Vol. 16, No. 2 (1987), pp.
189-206; Jones, Security, Strategy, and Critical Theory, pp. 94-100.

13 Ken Booth, “Critical Explorations,” In Ken Booth, ed., Critical Security Studies and World Politics
(Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1995), pp. 5-8, 10-12.

4 Steve Smith, “The Increasing Insecurity of Security Studies: Conceptualizing Security in the Last
Twenty Years,” In Stuart Croft and Terry Terriff, eds., Critical Reflections on Security and Change
(London: Frank Cass Publishers, 2000), pp. 72-101.

15 Jones, Security, Strategy, and Critical Theory, pp. 104-112.
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AL ERE ) REIPERER RSPt 2 T 222 L[EHS | (security community ) o " 2742
IL[ERS | BELVEED R - LB O - FEHE - ZHENHE - BURBLS BRI ~ §
FEALRA R EAVERT - LAV - DARAT Ry B A ol BRI S5 Ry RiThe - (H R B AL
Tz B - HERNEESEEEAEER - it ZeemE s Tt
[ERg AR DME A BB » s FaE A E L ERe A R AR RYREE - EABAZ
MI7REESAH B BB A SRR B E R AN - 1

2 + APEC ARz X ¥ fi 2 a8 2 SR X
- ERARGERBENERRIE

2009 £ 12 H » E[EF2E4H4%, (International Organization for Migration ) (AT &
RIGIREERAEEE (Copenhagen Climate Summit) EFEH > 2008 A Z%%E 2000
ARz IR G Ana B e - BREIIE G REEN 2R REEE AT - Rl
BRI 2050 FEHREE 2 B - HESEEE PR - "R - RS
RETRREEE - Wl RAESE DR E RS - MEr & E " R ) K " A
Clopfi T IAREAZE D - MERERESEEHENIEIIES - RRE K EmE
4RI RAV AT RE MR KimEE Tt ©
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BRI AL S i HAt s, T BT AR i B i ] ~ AU BISR A (5 - Al

16 Booth, “Security and Emancipation,” p. 319

17 Booth and Vale, “Security in Southern Africa: After Apartheird, Beyond Realism,” pp. 290-291.

18 Ken Booth, “Introduction to Part 2,” In Ken Booth, ed., Critical Security Studies and World Politics
(Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2005), pp. 109-110.

19 Frank Laczko and Christine Aghazarm, Migration, Environment and Climate Change: Assessing the
Evidence (Geneva, Switzerland: International Organization for Migration, 2009), p. 5.

20 WMO, Weather Extremes in a Changing Climate: Hindsight on Foresight (Geneva, Switzerland:
WMO, 2011), pp. 2-6.
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