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The "Head" in Chinese Idioms: A Study on Its
Word Construction and Semantic Extension

Through Metaphorical Thinking
Yue-Ciou Chen”

Abstract

Some of western contemporary linguists believe metaphor is the essential way to create
human cognitive thinking.

From the viewpoint of cognition, this is definitely not an isolated case. Human beings get
to recognize the fact by the connections among the facts. “~ “one of Chinese characters under

“pictographs” can use as radical, which usually forms several monosyllabic words. Also a
monosyllabic word acted as a morpheme or root produces plenty of language terms. Moreover,
a language term possesses a variety of meanings. Therefore constructing many different words
with radical or root comes into cognitive knowledge network, which depends on original
concept.

In Chinese, both a character and a tongue has the function of signifier. The Chinese
structure for creating a term always indicates a cognitive result out of a shape or speciality.
Human cognition comes from basic experience and extends its implication. However, that’ s

human body. Of the body,2f or head is the most important. Then in Chinese, plenty of words,
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terms or idioms derive from a general concept of “£g”. “£g” is not only used to tell the part of

body, but also undertake cognition to the abstract.

This study aims to explore “#f”, which has other similarities like “& ” “F” “F ”.Through

cognition mode, both the process of their constructing condition and their track of internal
thinking regarding the related words or terms will be observed. Additionally, the role played by
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the semantic extension based on “£g ” in Chinese cognition system will be probed as well.

Keywords: Chinese, Word construction, Semantic extension, Semantic research, Metaphor

cognition, Metonymy thinking, Metaphor thinking
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