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Summoning the Utopia in Native Land
Memory—Taiwanese Poetries by
Kang-Yuan

Chi-Hsia Chang, Chih-Chun Liu

Abstract

Kang-Yuan composes his Taiwanese poetry to continue the nativist history writing
based on his hometown Zhanghua; the poet applies Taiwanese nursery rhymes as its
keynote, using civic life experiences, folk legends, idioms and Taiwanese rhymes to create
the poetic aesthetics featuring native-land imagery. Put in the context of Taiwanese poetry
development, the significance of Kang-Yuan’s compositions lies in the children
enlightenment which is done through passing down Taiwanese nursery rhymes and which
exemplifies Kang-Yuan’s long-time nativist culture pursuit since 1990’s. For Kang-Yuan
himself, the writing of nursery rhymes also evokes a Utopia in native land memory, a

memory of the age of innocence.

Keywords : Motherland, Memory, Taiwanese nursery rhymes.
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